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Welcome to the first edition of the Blue Devil Newsletter.  The Wood-Ridge School District continues  

to make great strides in creating a safe and conducive learning environment for all our children.  In 

the past year we have taken significant steps to insure the safety of our students and staff by in-

creasing the number of security surveillance cameras, this is in addition to our existing one hun-

dred plus cameras throughout our three buildings.  We have also asked local and county law en-

forcement for their assistance in completing a vulnerability assessment for each school.  The report 

provided by these agencies has helped us establish an open line of communication, and an oppor-

tunity to keep abreast of current safety protocols and procedures.   

Also this year, in addition to our Science and Technology Academy at the Jr./Sr. High School, we are 

thrilled to introduce the new Culinary Arts and Hospitality Institute.  The district is fortunate to have 

the skillful Mrs. Teresa Fiorina leading this new program. I believe her experience and commitment 

will propel this program forward. This past November students prepared a Thanksgiving Feast that 

included 35 various dishes.  Recently, the International Cuisine course moved around Europe cre-

ating delicious dishes from France and Italy.  Next, they will be traveling further east to Asia for 

more authentic fare.  The students have come to understand the challenges that come with work-

ing in the food industry, and are excited to learn about the customs and traditions of the people 

from different countries.   

To prepare students for the rigors of the Wood-Ridge Jr./Sr. High School curriculum, it is important 

to build upon the skills needed for success.  A perfect example of how we are raising the achieve-

ment bar is by equipping our students with personal laptops.  Today, the typical Wood-Ridge stu-

dent is provided with more opportunities, than ever before, to succeed in college and beyond.  I can 

say, with full conviction, that we are preparing our students to lead the future with skills for tomor-

row.   

With the support of the Town and Council, our high school outdoor facilities are currently being 

renovated.  Our athletic field will be re-turfed, our track will be recoated, and other additional up-

grades will be completed. This will provide various settings for our Physical Education Department 

to use and further educate our students about the benefits of life long health and recreational ac-

tivities.  

I would like to, once again, congratulate our Girls Volleyball team for winning the Meadowlands 

League Championship, and our Boys Soccer team for winning the NJIC Championship.   

Wishing you all a Happy and Healthy 2020! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Nicholas Cipriano 

Superintendent of Schools  
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The Spirit of Giving and Community  
 

The students and staff of the Catherine E. Doyle School invest a great deal of time and energy during each school year to 

find opportunities to enrich the lives of others. In addition to academic subjects, it is one of the school’s goals to develop a 

sense of community and caring for others. We are most fortunate to have a school family that is so generous in their sup-

port for the efforts of our school children. In the first four months of the current school year the Doyle School has already 

raised both money and goods for those who are less fortunate or for the benefit of families that deal with 

illness and disease. 

 

In September, the students of the Doyle School joined with the Wood-Ridge Intermediate School and the entire teaching 

staff of the school district in sponsoring a “Crazy Hair Day” for students, and a Dress Down opportunity for staff. Students 

were asked to make a donation of $1.00 to participate, and staff were asked to donate $5.00, with all proceeds benefiting 

Benjamin’s Hope 4 the Future. Our collective efforts resulted in a donation of $1,200.00 being made to this Wood -Ridge 

organization that promotes pediatric cancer awareness and the search for a cure. 

 

In October, as a component of our Week of Respect, the Doyle School was challenged 

to collect at least one non-perishable food item to match the total of the school’s stu-

dent population. Over 400 non-perishable food items were collected to benefit the 

food pantry of the Assumption Church. 

 

In November, the Doyle School joined with the Wood-Ridge Intermediate School in 

sponsoring a “Crazy Hat Day” for students, and a Dress Down opportunity for staff. All 

proceeds were collected to benefit the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation in 

their search for more effective treatment and hopefully a cure for Juvenile Diabetes. 

The Wood-Ridge School District, like many other districts, has been impacted by this 

disease and we are pleased to be able to support our classmates by participating in 

this effort. 

 

The Doyle School Speech and Language Therapy Program, under the direction of Ms. Jen Allen and Ms. Ashleigh Amadeo, 

recently conducted their annual donation drive of new or gently used goods to benefit a church community in Newark, New 

Jersey. The third grade students in the speech program delivered speeches daily in each classroom promoting the drive, 

and personally collected and stored the items for eventual delivery to those in need in Newark. This is an activity that has 

taken place for over twenty years, and just another example of how the students and staff at Doyle School recognize the 

need to be active in the support of those less fortunate. 

 

Thanksgiving Food Drive 

 Wood-Ridge students and teachers districtwide participated in a Thanksgiving Food 

Drive that benefitted the Assumption Food Bank. Items collected included all the fix-

ings to put together a complete Thanksgiving Day meal (minus the turkey) plus gift 

cards to Shop Rite. It was a tremendous effort from our entire community of staff and 

students.  

 

Annual Thanksgiving Turkey Trot 

The Wood-Ridge Intermediate School recently held its Fourth Annual Turkey Trot Race. What originally started with humble 

beginnings as a short race in the school parking lot, then moved to the front of the school for a longer sprint, and finally for 

the last two years moved to a full ¼ mile race around the school block. With assistance from Wood-Ridge Police Depart-

ment, as well as its Auxiliary Officers, the surrounding streets were closed to traffic so that 6 individual races could be held; 

two for each grade, one for boys and one for girls. The students love this event and the parents show up in droves to sup-

port our children. 

Around our Schools .... 
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“Olaf’s Frozen Adventure” 
 

Wood-Ridge Jr./Sr. High School winter drama production of “Olaf’s Frozen Adventure” took place on Saturday, December 7, 

2019.  The months of hard work and incredible talents gave the audience a most memorable performance. A special congrat-

ulations goes out to the senior cast members: Your talents have graced our stage through the years and the memories you 

created will live forever! An extra-special thank you to our cast parents and all of our guests for their support of our produc-

tion.  Congratulations to the cast and crew of “Olaf's Frozen Adventure” for their truly outstanding performance!  

 

Doyle School “Kidz Care” Club 
 

The Doyle School offers a club to all third grade students each year entitled “Kidz Care”.  

The club was formerly known as the Doyle School’s Citizenship Club.  The third grade stu-

dents who participate in Kidz Care meet twice each month, prior to the start of the school 

day.  The club, moderated by Mrs. Dawn Caicedo, endeavors to perform civic minded and 

school serving activities throughout the school year.  During the month of October, the 

club organized its first Fun Run at Doyle School.  All of our Doyle School students were 

invited to participate in a short, yet vigorous run around our ball field in an effort to raise 

money for the Tackle Kids Cancer Program at Hackensack University Medical Center.  At 

the conclusion of the Fun Run, the club was able to make a donation of $800.00 to the 

program.  The Doyle School hopes to make this exciting day an annual event. 

  

During the month of December, Kidz Care focused on promoting positive character educa-

tion.  The club’s members have all visited our Pre K, Kindergarten, and First Grade class-

rooms to read aloud the Charles Schulz Peanut Series book entitled “Be Kind, Be Brave, 

Be You!”  The students demonstrated their reading skills, led discussions with their young-

er school mates, and collaborated to create a small craft with a theme of kindness.  The 

feedback from students and staff was very positive, and the club hopes to continue to 

offer similar experiences in the future. 

Around our Schools .... 
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 
WOOD-RIDGE Jr./Sr. HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

   Anastacia Matejko — Grade 8            Lyndsey Scherdel Grade — 12          Stephanie Turi Grade — 11                  Andrew Berg Grade — 10 

   Student of Marking Period 1           October Student of The Month       November Student of The Month     December Student of The Month 

WOOD-RIDGE INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

                      Mikaela Pavlovi                                          Nicolas Mabel and Michael Prato                                   Julia Starback          

         October Student of the Month                                November Student of the Month                     December Student of the Month 

 ATHLETIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

                        BOYS SOCCER                             

        NJIC TOURNAMENT CHAMPIONS                                                      

 

GIRLS  VOLLEYBALL 

MEADOWLANDS CONFERENCE  

CHAMPIONS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
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Have a question or a suggestion? Contact your child’s teacher, guidance 

counselor, or  administrator for assistance.  

Central Office – 201-933-6777 x 5637 

Mr. Cipriano, Superintendent 

ncipriano@wood-ridgeschools.org 

Dr. DeNobile, Assistant Superintendent 

sdenobile@wood-ridgeschools.org 

Junior-Senior High School – 201-933-6777 x 5604 

Mr. Sutera, Principal 

jsutera@wood-ridgeschools.org 

Mrs. Barrows, Assistant Principal 

mbarrows@wood-ridgeschools.org 

Intermediate School – 201-933-6777 x 5624 

Mr. Lisa, Principal 

klisa@wood-ridgeschools.org 

C.E. Doyle School – 201-933-6777 x 5632 

Mr. Albro, Principal 

talbro@wood-ridgeschools.org 

Stay in touch… 

Wood-Ridge’s new mobile app will keep you connected with the school 
news you want and need. The app delivers real time school news to 
your smartphone for fast, up-to-date access. More importantly, Emer-
gency Notifications such as School Closings will be automatically 

pushed to your smartphone as an alert.  It’s FREE...to download: 

- On your smartphone, go to the iTunes App Store® or Google Play® 

- Search “Schoolwires” or Wood-Ridge 

- Then, select our Wood-Ridge App for Free download 

School news in the palm of your hand, your new Wood-Ridge 

mobile app is just a few taps away. Download it today! 

JANUARY 20th 

Martin Luther King Day 

(SCHOOL CLOSED) 

 

JANUARY 21st 

Doyle School Evening Parent Conferences 

 

JANUARY 22nd 

WRIS Evening Parent Conferences 

 

JANUARY 23rd-28th 

Mid-Terms/Parent Conferences 

(EARLY DISMISSAL-STUDENTS ONLY) 

 

JANUARY 28th 

Marking Period 2 Ends 

 

FEBRUARY 17th 

Presidents’ Holiday 

(SCHOOL CLOSED) 
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